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HISTORICAL  XOTICE. 

The  Committee  who  have  been  entrusted  with  the  duty  of 
preparing  and  •  erecting  this  monument,  deem  it  proper  to 
deposite,  at  the  foundation,  some  liistorical  facts  relative  to  the 
first  settlement  of  this  town,  together  with  a  brief  notice  of 
each  one  of  the  men  who  were  engaged  in  this  enterprise,  and 
their  families. 

Newton  originally  formed  a  part  of  Cambridge.  That 
territory  which  now  forms  tlie  towns  of  Newton  and  Brighton, 
was  called  in  the  ancient  records,  "the  Sout!]  side  of  Charles 
River,"  Cambridge  Village,*'  "  New  Cambridge,"'  and  Non- 
antam,  (the  Indian  name.)  That  p'cirt  of  Cambridge,  now 
Newton,  was  set  olf  from  Cantbritlge,  and  made  a  townshi]), 
in  1G79.  The  original  name  for  Cambridge,  from  its  fir.-t  set- 
tlement, in  1631,  until  the  establishment  of  Harvard  College, 
ill  1638,  was  New  Town. 

The  first  settlers,  (all  who  settled  in  Cambridge  Village  from 
1639  to  1664,)  of  this  town  did  not  come  into  the  place  in  a 
body,  as  was  the  case  in  the  settlement  of  many  of  our  New 
England  towns,  but  they  can;ie  in  one  after  another,  from  Ihig- 
land  and  from  the  neighboring  tuwns,  as  follows  : 
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r>ti!e  of   'Are  at                                                Where  Time  of   ^           Am't  of 

Settlemt.   SetUem't.                                                 from.  Ueatli.  Inventory. 

1G50                Vincent  Brnce,             Ilin-ham,  Ms.  167S            27119  0 

\               *1650       27       John  Ward,                  Sudbury,    "  1708    S2        8S  IG  10 

\.                1650       21       James  Trenticc,             England,  1710    81      23G  U  U 
N             1G50                Thomas  Prentice,  2d)  " 

'  "        1654                Thomas  Wiswall,          Dorchester,  Ms.  1683             340    0  0 

1658       4©  5"3  John  Kenrick,              Boston,         "  16SG  */ 

16G1       23       Isaac  Williams,             Roxbury,      "  1708    69        85    6  9 

1662       34       Abraham  Williams,       Watertown,  "  1712  84 

1664       28       James  Trowbridge,       Dorchester,   "  1717   81       240    0  7 

1664       34       John  Spring,                Watcrtown,  "  1717  87 

1664       28       John  Eliot,  Jr.,              Eoxbury,      "  1GG8    33      457    2  5 

In  addition  to  these  twenty,  there  were,  at  the  time  of  Eliot's 

ordination,  twelve  young  men  of  the  second  generation,  nearly 
all  unmarried,  viz  : 
John  Jackson,  Jr. 

Sebas  Jackson,       j  gons  of  Kchvarcl 
Jonathan  Jackson,  ) 

Noah  Wiswall,  Son  of  Tlionias. 

John  Kenrick. 


-j^,..  ,   ,^     •  I    /  Sons  of  John  Kenrick. 
Ji<Jijali  ivenrick, 

Vincent  Druce,  Jr.,  )  ^        r  ^r.  , 
T  ,     T-v  f  feons  ol  \  lucent. 

John  i>)rue{>,  J 

Thomas  l^irk,  Son  of  Richard. 

Thomas  Hammond,  Jr. 
In  1656,  the  inhabitants  of  Cambridge  Village  formed  a  dis- 
tinct congregation  for  public  worship.  (Sec  Holmes'  History 
of  Cambridge.)  The  samt^  y^^^r,  John  Jackson  and  ThoiiM- 
Wiswall,  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants,  petitioned  the  General 
Court,  to  be  released  from  paying  rates  for  the  sup])ort  of  th;' 
ministry  at  Cambridge  church.  The  Tov/n  of  Cambricli'<' 
remonstrated  against  this  ])ctitlon,  and  stated  "that  many  p-^r- 
sons  in  whose  names  the  petition  is  signed,  although  inliah'- 
tants,  yet  not  by  the  aj^probation  of  the  Town,  having  no  rigl!^ 
to  town  privileges,  save  only  the  land  whereon  they  dwell,  tii:  ' 
others  of  them  do  live  on  the  farms  uf  those  v.ho  as  vet  ne^'-" 


•John  Ward  h.i-l  roMVeye-l  most  of  hi;-- i)roi><.rty  by  tl<d  of  gift  to  liis  clulilr.a  btfdiv  J'  '"* 
whi'  li  was  tlie  fart  \Nith  n-^'ani  to  scTcnil  of  tho  first  sc-ttlcrfj^whlch  of  courie  was  uot  jnclU'-!'- 
tlieir  luveuturics. 
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lUanifcsted  their  desire  of  any  such  change  ;  the  most  of  them 
do  live  within  four  miles  of  our  meeting-house,  except  two  or 
three  farms  that  lie  above  the  Falls  on  Charles  River,  near 
Dedham,  and  hardly  ever  go  to  meeting,  and  some  of  them  are 
not  much  above  two  miles  off. 

"  If  they  attain  their  desire,  and  set  their  meetinghouse  at 
their  pleasure,  sundry  of  tfiem  w*l11  be  farther  from  it  than 
many  of  them  now  are  from  Cambridge  church  ;  and  upon  the 
same  ground,  when  they  plead  for  a  division,  we  have  need  to 
have  at  least  four  meeting-houses  in  our  town,  which  now  find 
it  difficult  to  maintain  one,  as  it  should." 

The  Court's  Committee,  Richard  Russell,  of  Charlestown 
Eleazur  Lusher,  of  Dedham,  and  E])hraiiu  Child,  of  Water- 
town,  reported  against  this  petition, — the  jirincipal  reason,  in 
their  report,  was,  that  if  the  petitioners  should  withdraw  their 
help  from  Cambridge  church  and  ministry,  it  would  be  over- 
burdensome  to  Cambridge  to  provide  for  the  support  of  their 
minister."    The  petitioners  had  leave  to  withdraw. 

In  IGOO,  John  Jackson,  Senior,  gave  one  acre  of  land  for  a 
meeting-house  and  for  a  burial-place,  upon  which  the  first 
meeting-house  was  erected,  in  1600,  where  the  monument 
(under  which  this  st;itement  is  deposited)  now  stands;  this 
house  was  standing  in  1717.  (See  iMiddlesex  Deeds,  Abraham 
Jackson  to  his  son  John,  21,  580.) 

In  1661,  the  inhabitants  of  Cambridge  Village  petitioned  the 
General  Court  again,  to  be  released  from  ])aying  ciiurch  rates 
to  Cambridge.  The  erection  of  ;i  new  meeting-house  had 
greatly  strengtliened  their  petitif)n,  and  the  Court  accordim/ly 
granted  thern  "  freedom  from  all  church  rates  for  tht;  support  of 
the  ministry  in  Cjuidjridii-e,  and  for  all  lands  and  (^states  which 
^vcre  more  than  fom'  miles  from  Cambridge  meeting-house, 
tlie  measure  to  be  in  tlie  usual  paths  that  maybe  ordinarily 
passed." 

Tlic  petitioners  were  not  sati^~lied  ^\  ith  the  dividing  line,  and 
Hi  1662,  they  ])etitioned  the  Court  lor  n  new  line.    The  nction 

the  Court  upon  this  jK'titinii  was  as  follovv's:  ''Oct.  1662. 
In  answer  to  th(^  petition  of  .Jolm  Jackson  and  Thomas  Wis- 
^vall,  ill  behalf  of  the  iniiabitants  of  Cainbiidrie  Vill;irr<'.  as  a 
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full  and  fmnl  issue  of  all  things  iu  controversy  betvreen  the 
Town  of  Cambridge  and  the  petitioners,  the  Court  judge  it 
meet  to  order  and  appoint,  and  fully  empower  Maj.  \VilLiam 
Hawthorne  of  Salem,  Capt.  Francis  Norton  of  Charlestown, 
and  Capt.  Hugh  INIason  of  Walertown,  as  a  committee  to  give 
the  })etitioners,  or  some  in  their  behalf,  with  some  invited  in 
behalf  of  the  Town  of  Cambridge,  opportunity  to  make  their 
desires  known,  and  Maj.  Hawthorne  to  a]:>point  the  time  and 
place  for  the  hearing  of  what  all  parties  can  say,  so  it  be  fome- 
time  before  the  next  Court  of  elections  ;  and  on  the  hearing 
thereof,  to  issue  fully,  and  absolutely  conclude  and  deiei-mine. 
what  they  shall  judge  necessary  and  just  to  be  done,  as  to  the 
determining  the  four  mile  bounds,  that  so  this  Court  i::ay  no 
more  be  troubled  thereabouts.'' 

Thiji  Conij^rilttce  ran  the  line  and  settled  Ihe  bounds  between 
the  Villager"  Cambridge,  in  1CG:3,  so  far  as  ministerial  taxes 
W(;re  concerned;  tliis,  no  doubt,  is  substantially  the  tame  line 
that  now  divides  Xewlon  from  ]3rii:hton.  . 

On  the  L'Olh  of  July,  the  Kev.  John  Eliot,  Jr.,  A.  M.,  son  of 
the  Apostolic  Eliot,  of  Roxbury,  was  ordained  the  first  ))astor 
of  the  fn-st  church  in  Cambrid?<e  \'ill;ii/e,  which  was  i^atliered 
on  the  same  day;  the  Elders  and  messengers  of  the  clmrchcs 
of  Roxbury  and  Dorchester,  and  of  other  neighborijig  towns, 
were  present;  at  the  same  lime,  and  agreeably  to  the  custom 
of  that  day,  Thomas  Wiswall,  late  a  member  ol'  the  Dorches- 
ter church,  was  ordained  ruling  Elder,  or  assistant  to  the  Pas- 
tor, in  inspecting  and  disciphning  the  flock. 

Eliot,  Jr.,  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  1G-jG,  became  Mas- 
ter of  Arts  in  16-31).  He  began  to  preach  about  the  twenty- 
second  year  of  his  age.  He  is  said  to  have  been  '-an  accom- 
plished person,  conu'ly  proportion,  ruddy  complexion,  checrfe>l 
countenance,  and  quick  ai)prehension  ;  a  good  classical  schol- 
ar, and  possessed  consideral)le  scientific  knowledge,  for  one  of 
his  age  and  })erio(l."  A  tender  ajid  inviolable  aliection  subsisted 
between  him  and  his  people.  Cnder  the  direction  of  his  father, 
he  obtained  considerable  proficiency  in  the  Indian  languai:'". 
and  was  an  assistant  to  him  iri  mi--ioiiar\  emplovnicn'. 
until  his  se^llemen^     Afl(T  lii<  ordinal  ion,  he  preached  uii'.e  in 
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two  weeks  to  the  Indians,  at  Stongliton,  and  sometimes  at  Xa- 
iick.  He  was  twice  married  ;  by  his  first  wife,  Sarah,  he  had 
a  daughter,  Sarah,  born  in  1G62,  who  manied  John  Bowles, 
of  Roxbmy,'lG'^jT*'.-  By  liis  seeond  wife,  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  Gooldn,  Esq.,  he  had  one  son,  John,  born  1667, 
who  was  brought  up  and  educated  at  Harvard  College,  by  his 
g]-andfather  Gookin,  and  manied  I^dary,  daughter  of  John 
Wolcott,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Connecticut.  He  died  Oct. 
jo,  166S,  aged  o3,  and  was  interred  very  near  this  monument. 
The  following  extract  is  taken  from  his  v/ill,  dated  6th  Augitst, 
1GG8. 

"  I  desire  to  commit  my  precious  soul  to  God,  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Spirit,  three  glorious  persons,  but  one  only  infmite, 
eternal  being,  in  whom  I  have  ])flicved,  and  whom  I  have, 
(through  his  grace,)  chosen  to  be  my  only  and  everlasting  por- 
tion; relying  and  trusting  only  in  the  merits  and  satisfaction  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  the  eternal  son  of  God  and  yet  very 
man,  who  was  made  sin  and  death  for  me,  that  I  might  be 
made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him  ;  and  who  was  dead, 
but  is  now  alive,  sitting  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  whom  I 
trust  to  see  with  these  eyes,  and  to  be  ever  with  him  through 
eternity.'' 

His  widow,  Elizabeth,  married  Col.  Edmund  Quincy,  Es(j.  of 
T3raintree,  8tli  December,  16S0,  by  whom  she  had  two  children, 
ildmund  and  Mary,  and  died  COth  November,  1700. 

Eliot's  homestead  of  twenty  acres,  v.'as  situated  on  the  west- 
erly side  of  the  Dedham  road,  about  sixty  rods  nortli  of  the 
burial-place.  The  well  where  he  drew  up  his  cold  water,  and 
doubtless  very  near  the  spot  where  his  dwelling-house  stood,  is 
>till  in  use,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Edmands. 

The  Eliot  homestead  continued  to  be  the  property  of  liis 
h«'irs  for  sixty-five  years,  after  his  death,  and  was  then  sold  to 
Henry  Gibbs,  Esq.,  to  raise  money  to  carry  his  grandson,  John 
^■^liot,  of  Windsor,  Connecticut,  (thm  seventeen  years  old,) 
through  College. 

On  the  23d  December,  1674,  the  Rev.  Nehemiah  Tlobart,  of 
Hiiigham,  was  ordained  as  the  successor  of  Eliot,  and  seeond 
I'i^stor  of  the  Churcli,  where  he  jireached  forty  years. 
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In  1G72,  Edward  Jackson  and  John  Jackson,  in  behalf  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Cambridge  \illage,  petitioned  the  General 
Court,  to  be  set  off  from  Cambridge,  and  made  an  indepen- 
dent town  by  themselves.  In  answ^er  to  this  petition,  "  The 
Court,  in  1673,  doth  judge  meet  to  grant  to  the  inhabitants  oi' 
said  Villas^e,  annually  to  elect  one  Constable  and  three  Select- 
men,  dwelling  among  themselves,  to  order  the  prudential  affairs 
of  the  inhabitants  there,  according  to  law,  only  continuing  a 
part  of  Cambridge  in  paying  County  and  Country  rates,  a< 
also  Tow^n  rates  so  far  as  refers  to  the  GrammSi*  School  and 
Bridge  over  Charles  River,  and  also  their  proportion  of  the 
charges  of  tlic  Deputies." 

This  action  of  the  Court  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  Villa2;e, 
and  they  did  not  accept  or  act  under  it. 

In  1677,  further  action  was  had  relative  to  the  dividing  liu'; 
betw^een  Cambridge  and  the  Village.  The  Village  chose  Capt. 
Thomas  Prentice,  James  Trowbridge,  Noah  Wiswall,  and  Jon- 
athan Hyde,  a  Committee  to  settle  the  line  by  reference  ;  two 
referees  to  be  chosen  by  the  ViHage,  and  two  from  Cambridg*'. 
and  they  four  to  choose  the  lifth.  The  referees  thus  cho- 
sen were  Richard  Calicott,  AVilliam  Symes,  William  Johnson, 
William  Bond,  and  Richard  Louden. 

The  result  of  this  reference  was  a  line  described  as  follows : 
"  Corner  near  the  Widow  John  Jackson's  orchard  and  a  ch(-:- 
nut  tree  in  .Mr.  Edward  Jackson's  })asture,  and  to  continue  uni:; 
it  comes  to  the  River;  then  southerly  by  a  heap  of  stones  four 
miles  from  Cambridge  mccting-house  ;  th(Miceto  continue  un?  ' 
it  comes  to  Boston,  (now  Brookline,)  bounds;  dated  July 
1677, — probably  the  line  which  now  divides  Newton  froi:i 
Brighton. 

In  1G7S,  most  of  the  Freemen  from  the  Village,  signed  - 
petition  to  the  General  Court,  praying  to  be  set  ofl'  from  C m.- 
bridge,  and  be  made  a  town  by  itself.    The  following  is  a  coi 
of  the  petition  : 

"  To  the  Honoured  Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  togeth'  r 
with  the  Hon.  Magistrates  now  sitting  in  Boston: 
"  The  humble  petition  of  us,  the  inhabitants  of  CainbriJ^' 
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Village,  on  the  south  side  of  Charles  River,  showeth,  that  the 
late  war,  as  it  hath  been  a  great  charge  to  the  whole  Colony, 
and  to  us  in  particular,  both  in  our  estates  and  persons,  by  loss 
of  life  to  some,  and  others  wounded,  and  disabled  for  their 
livelihood,  besides  all  our  other  great  charges  in  building  our 
meeting-house  and  of  late  enlargement  to  it,  and  also  our 
charge  to  the  ministers  house,  and  as  you  know  the  Lord  took 
the  worthy  ])erson  from  us  in  a  little  time,  and  now  in  great 
mercy,  hath  raised  up  another  in  the  place,  who  hath  a  house 
in  building  for  him  which  requires  assistance,  as  also,  we  are 
now  by  the  great  mercy  of  God,  so  many  families,  that  a  school 
is  requu-ed  for  the  education  of  our  children  according  to  law, 
besides  our  public  charge  of  the  place ;  yet  notwithstanding 
this,  last  year  the  townsmen  of  Cambridge  have  imposed  a  tax 
upon  us,  ainounting  to  the  sum  of  three  country  rates,  without 
our  knowledge  or  consent,  which  we  humbly  conceive  is  very 
harsh  proceeding,  for  any  townsmen  of  their  own  will  and 
power,  to  im})Ose  upon  the  inliaijitants  what  taxes  they  please, 
and  to  what  end,  without  even  calling  the  inhabitants  to  con- 
sider about  such  charge  :  yet  nevertheless,  ibr  peace  sake,  the 
inhabitants  of  our  place  did  meet  together,  and  jointly  consent 
to  give  the  town  of  Cambridge  the  sum  of  XlOO,  and  to  pay 
it  in  three  years,  without  desiring  any  profit  or  benelit  from 
them,  of  wood,  timber,  or  common  lands  but  only  for  our  free- 
dom, b(.'ing  content  witli  our  own  ))roprit'tary,  which  some  ol 
u.s  had,  before  Cambridge  had  any  sile  there,  whicli  tender  ol 
ours  they  having  rejected,  as  also  to  grant  to  us  our  freedom 
from  them. 

We  do  most  Immbly  commend  our  distressed  condition  to 
die  justice  and  mercy  of  this  Hon'd  Court,  tiiat  you  will  please 
'o  grant  to  us  our  freedom  from  Cambridge,  and  that  we  may 
l><^'  a  township  of  ourselves,  without  any  more  dependance  upon 
Cambridge,  which  hath  been  a  great  charge  and  burden  to  us, 
also,  that  you  would  please  to  give  the  place  a  name,  and 
there  should  be  ,a|iy^objection  against  us,  that  the  honored 
^'<'urt  will  admit  our  reply  and  defence,  so  hoping  the  Almighty 
^^  ill  assist  you  in  all  your  concerns,  we  rest  your  humble  peti- 
'i«Mif'rs.*' 
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^Ir.  Edward  Jackson, 
Capt.  Thomas  Prentice, 
John  Fuller,  Sen'r, 
John  Kenrick,  Sen'r, 
Isaac  "Williams, 
John  Ward, 
Joseph  Miller, 
Thomas  Prentice,  Jr.. 
John  Kenrick,  Jr., 
John  Mason, 
William  Eobinson, 
Thomas  Greenwood, 
John  Parker,  (South,) 
Ilumjjhrey  Osland, 
Josepli  Jjnrtlett, 
Isaac  Eacon,  "   .         /  ^ 
Jacob  Eacon, 
Samuel  Trusdale, 
Simon  Onge, 
Jonathan  Fuller, 
John  Parker,  (East,) 
Job  Hyde, 
Widow  Jackson, 
Edward  Jackson,  Jr. 
Daniel  Kay, 
Thomas  Prentice,  Jr., 
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Jonathan  Hyde,  Sen'r. 
Thomas  Park,  Sen'r, 
James  Trowbridge, 
Noah  Wiswall, 
Thomas  Hammond, 
Jonathan  Hyde,  Jr., 
James  Prentice,  Sen'r, 
David  INIeade, 
Vincent  Druce, 
John  Hyde, 
Ebenezer  Wiswall, 
Elijah  Kenrick, 
Sebas  Jackson, 
Samuel  Hyde,  Jr. 
Neal  McDaniel, 
John  Fuller,  Jr. 
Joshua  Fuller,  /• 
John  Alexander, 
John  Prentice, 
Naihaniel  Hammond, 
Abraham  Jackson, 
Stcplien  Cooke, 
Richard  Park, 
Jose})h  Fuller, 
Isaac  Beach, 
Peter  Stanchet, 
in  all.) 


Freemen  in  the  Village  who  did  not  siijn  this  petition. 


Rev.  Nehcmiah  Ilobart, 
Elder  Thomas  Wiswall, 
Deacon  Samuel  Hyde, 
Daniel  Eacon, 
John  Spring, 
Daniel  Mackay,  ■ 
James  Prentice,  Jr., 


John  W^oodward, 
HcMiry  Sefjer, 
Thomas  Park,  Jr. 
John  Park, 

Samuel  irvflc,  .Jr. 
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Six  of  the  first  settlers  liad  deceased,  viz. : 

John  Jackson,  Sen'r,  Rev.  John  Eliot, 

Richard  Park,  Sen'r.  -    John  Jackson,  Jr. 

Thomas  Hammond,  Sen'r,       Vincent  Druce,  Sen'r. 

The  petition  was  presented  to  the  Court  at  the  first  session, 
1678,  and  committed,  and  a  hearing  of  the  parries  was  ordered 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October,  167S,  ('2d  session.)  and  all 
parties  to  have  timely  notice.  Cambricl2:e  presented  a  remon- 
strance to  the  petition,  dated  23d  October,  167S,  signed  bv  their 
selectmen,  containing  u})\vards  of  fifteen  pages.  Portions  of  it 
are  severe  and  eccentric,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  ex- 
tracts. 

The  petitioners  say,  '  they  plead  only  for  their  freedom, 
being  content  with  their  own  proprieties;'  We  answer,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Cambridge,  now  dwelling  on  the  north  side 
of  Charles  river,  have  well-nigh  3000  acres  of  land,  that  is  laid 
out  into  lots,  some  10,  20,  or  40  acres,  more  or  less,  tliat  they 
I'  are  at  this  time  seized  of,  and  by  them  kept  lor  herbage,  tim- 
I  ber,  wood  and  planting  lands,  so  they  shall  have  occasion  to 
i  use  the  same,  which  is  by  the  petitioners,  included  within  that 
I  line  of  division  between  the  town  and  them,  and  therefore  they 
s  do  not  say  words  of  truth  when  they  say  they  are  content  with 
I       their  own  proprieties."  *  ♦  *  *  * 

k  "  Those  of  the  petitioners  who  proceeded  from  Cambridge, 
j  ^vho  knowing  the  straightness  and  w^ant  of  acconuuodatious  to 
be  had  among  their  brethren  there,  and  the  lands  on  that  side 
<>r  the  water,  being  then  of  small  value,  proved  to  themselves 
J  irge  and  comfortable  accommodations  for  a  small  matter.  * 
"  They  must  and  will  own,  that  God  hath  greatly  blessed 
l^'em  ;  that  whereas  we  on  the  Town  side,  that  of  £1000  that 
v.e  or  our  parents  brought  to  this  place,  and  laid  out  in  the 
l't>\vn  for  the  purchasiug,  at  dear  rates,  which  we  now  enjoy, 
<"  uniot  divest  us  ;  they  may  speak  just  contrarv*,  or  in  propor- 
'lon.  \Ve  would,  if  need,  now  instance  some  whose  parents 
''♦'«'d  and  died  here,  who  when  they  came  to  this  town  had  no 
< 'tate,  and  some  were  helped  by  the  charity  of  the  churchy  and 
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others  yet  living  there,  well  know  they  may  say  with  good  Ja- 
cob, 'over  this  Jordan  came  I  with  this  stafl';'  and  so  may  they 
say,  over  this  river  went  I  with  tliis  spade^  plough,  or  other 
tool,  and  now  through  God's  blessing,  am  greatly  increased ; 
yet  here  we  would  not  be  understood  to  include  every  particu- 
lar person,  for  we  acknowledge  that  -Mr.  [Edv/ard]  Jjick'son 
brought  a  good  estate  to  the  Tovrn,  as  some  others  did,  and 
hath  not  been  wanting  to  the  ministry  or  any  good  work 
among  us,  and  theret'orc  we  would  ^not  reflect  upon  him  in 
the  least. 

"  There  are  another  sort  of  persons,  that  did  not  proceed  from 
the  Town,  but  came  from  other  towns,  who,  though  they  knew 
the  distance  of  the  place  from  the  public  meeting-house,  the 
dependency  thereof  on  Cambridge  which  they  now  call  a  great 
charge  and  burden,  yet  they  then  did  choose,  and  we  arc  as- 
sured will  own,  generally  at  least,  that  they  have  increased  their 
estates,  far  beyond  which  those  of  the  town  have,  or  are  capa- 
ble to  do.  We  might  instance  also,  in  the  inventories  of  some 
of  them,  whose  purchase  at  the  first,  cost  them  a  very  small 
matter,  and  their  stock  and  household  stulT  we  judge  to  be 
proportionable,  and  yrt  when  they  deceased,  an  inventory 
amounting  to  more  than  £1100  is  given  in  to  the  Court,  (Wit- 
ness John  Jackson's  Inventory,  £.1230,  Richard  Parks's  £97'2. 
and  Old  Thomas  Hammond's  £  Ilo9,)  and  others  that  are  yrr 
living,  we  suppose,  have  advanced  in  some  measure  suitable: 
they  knew  beforehand,  the  distance  of  their  new  dwellings  from 
Cambridge,  yet  this  did  not  obstruct  them,  in  their  settlement- 
there,  but  before  they  were  well  warm  in  their  nests,  they  mu--^ 
divide  the  Town.     "       *  *  *  *  '*  ' 

"  When  the  Court  being  tired  out  wich  their  eager  pursuit-, 
and  more  private  iawnings,  and  insinuations,  granted  them 
committee  upon  commini^e  to  hear  and  examine  the  groni"* 
of  their  so  great  complaints,  at  last,  all  issued  in  a  declaration 
of  the  unreasonableness  of  their  desire,  with  reference  to  n"" 
Town,  as  may  appear  by  the  return  of  the  committee,  nv.i'i^" 
to  the  General  Court,  Oct.  14,  IG-j?  :  yet  have  they  rested 
In  the  year  16G1,  they  petitioned  the  Court,  and  then  o])t;uii' 
freedom  from  the  rates  to  the  Ministrv,  for  all  lands  and  estai* 
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more  than  4  miles  from  Cambridge  meeting-house,  this  being 
all  they  then  desired/'  *  *  *  *  * 

"  But  all  this  did  not  satisfy  them  ;  the  very  next  year  they 
petitioned  the  Court  again,  and  another  committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  come  upon  the  place,  and  determine  the  dividing  line 
between  the  town  and  them  ;  the  result  thereof  was  such,  that 
whereas  their  grant  was  for  all  the  lands  that  were  above  4 
miles  from  the  Town,  they  now  obtain  the  stalceing  of  a  line, 
that  generally  is  (by  exact  measure)  tried  and  })roved  to  be  very 
little  above  three  miles  from  Cambridge  meeting-house.     *  * 

"All  this  notwithstanding,  those  long  breathed  petitioners 
finding  that  they  had  such  good  success,  that  they  could  never 
cast  their  h]ies  into  the  sea,  but  something  was  catched,  they 
resolved  to  bait  their  hook  again.  *  *  »  * 

"  In  1G72,  they  petitioned  the  Court  for  the  same  thing,  and 
in  the  same  words,  that  now  they  do,  viz.,  that  they  may  be  a 
township  of  themselv(^s,  distinct  from  Cambridge;  and  then 
the  Court  grant  them  farther  Hberty  than  belore,  viz.,  to  choose 
their  own  Constable  and  three  Selectmen,  among  themselves, 
to  order  the  prudential  aliairs  of  the  inhabitants  there,  only 
continuing  a  part  of  Cambridi^^e,  in  paying  Country  and 
County  rates,  as  also  'J'own  rates,  so  far  as  refers  to  the  Gram- 
mar school.  Bridge?,  and  })opular  diargos,  they  to  pay  siill  their 
proportion  with  the  'J'own  ;  and  this  Court  declares  once  more 
to  be  an  issue  to  the  controversy  between  Cambridge  and  them. 
*         *•         *         *  * 

"  And  did  not  this  honored  Court,  as  well  as  we,  conclude 
that  the  petitioners,  having  exercised  the  patience  of  the  Court 
by  their  ^  petitioning,  as  well  as  giving  trouble  to  the  town, 
by  causing  them  to  dance  after  their  pip»\-,  Irom  time  to  time, 
for  24  years,  as  will  appear  by  the  Court's  records,  in  which 
time  they  have  petitioned  the  Court  near,  if  not  altogether  ten 
times,  putting  the  Town  to  great  charges  ;  yet  notwithstanding 
all  this,  we  are  summoned  now  again,  to  appear  belore  this 
honored  Court  to  answer  their  petition,  exhibited  for  the  very 
same  thing." 

"  The  General  Court  having  4o  years  since  (or  more,)  made 
a  grant  of  the  lands  (petitioned  for)  to  Cambridge  Town^ 
the    Court's    grant   l)eing   made   to   ease   the   Town  and 
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persons,  as  his  INIajesty's  royal  charter  is  to  this  honored  assem- 
bly, and  the  whole  Colony,  Tve  have  confidence  that  such  is 
their  wisdom  and  integrity,  that  they  will  not  deem  it  to  b^^  in 
their  power  to  take  away  from  us,  or  any  other  Town,  or  per- 
son, any  part  of  what  they  have  had  so  orderly  granted  and 
confirmed  to  them.  Had  we  no  grant  upon  record,  (which  is 
indubitably  clear  that  we  have,)  yet  by  the  law  of  possession, 
it  is  ours,  and  may  not,  without  violation  of  the  law,  and  faith 
of  the  Honored  Court,  be  taken  from  us."  *  «  * 

"  Cambridge  is  the  womb,  out  of  which  the  petitioners  have 
sprung,  and  therefore,  oui^ht  in  the  fu'st  place  to  be  provided 
for,  and  the  question  in  equity  ought  to  be,  not  what  do  the 
petitioners  crave,  and  might  be  convenient  for  them  ?  but  what 
may  Cambridge  spare?  Now,  that  Cambridge  cannot  spare 
what  they  desire,  we  shall  prove  : 

"  From  the  situation  of  oar  town,  lieing  planted  on  a  neck  of 
land,  hem'd  abotit  by  neigliboring  towns;  "Water  Town  coming 
on  the  one  side,  williin  half  a  mile  of  our  meeting-house,  and 
Charlestown  as  near  on  the  other  side,  so  that  our  bounds  is 
not  much  above  a  mile  in  breadth  for  near  three  miles  together; 
and  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  the  petitioners  have  gained 
their  line,  to  come  very  near  within  three  miles  of  our  meeting- 
house. 

"  The  most  considerable  part  of  the  best  and  most  accommo- 
dablc  of  those  near  lands  to  our  Town,  arc  belonging  to  Mr. 
Pclham  and  others  that  live  not  in  the  town,  so  that  the  far 
greater  number  of  those  that  live  in  the  town,  are  put  to  hire 
grass  for  their  cattle  to  feed  upon,  in  the  summer  time,  which 
costs  them  at  least  12s.,  some  los.  a  head  in  money,  for  one 
cow  the  summer  feed  ;  and  corn  land,  they  have  not  suilicient  to 
find  the  Town  with  bread. 

"  Cambridge  is  not  a  Town  of  trade  or  merchandize,  as  the 
sea  })ort  towns  be,  but  what  they  do,  must  be  in  a  way  of  h"-'=- 
bandry,  altho'  never  so  hard  terms,  they  having  no  other  way 
of  supply.  ********* 

Finally,  we  humbly  entreat,  that  this,  our  defence,  may  h'" 
entered  in  the  Court's  Register,  there  to  remain  for  the  viii'hi 
tion  of  our  just  rights,  in  perpetuum  and  mcmoriam,  praMU-- 
that  the  God  of  wisdom  and  truth  may  direct  and  guide  ih^^ 
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Hoird  Court  in  their  issuing  of  this,  and  all  other,  their  more 
weighty  concerns,  we  subscribe  ourselves  your  humble  and  du- 
tiful servajits  and  supplicants, 


Selectmen. 


'.  JOHN  COOPER, 
WILLLVM  MANNING, 
JOHN  STONE. 
WALTER,  HASTINGS,  f 
-  FRANCIS  MOORE,  I 
NATHANIEL  SPARHAAVK,  J 
Camlridcje,  23,  S,  1678. 

The  result  was,  that  the  court  granted  tlic  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tition, and  Cambridge  Vilhige  was  set  oil"  from  Cambridge, 
and  made  an  independent  tow^n.  The  Court  ordered  that  the 
freeholders  of  the  Village  should  be  dnly  notified  to  meet  on 
the  2Tth  day  of  August,  1679,  and  choose  Selectmen  and  other 
town  oflicers  to  manage  the  municipal  affairs  of  the  Village  as 
other  towns,  according  to  law. 

The  freeholders  were  duly  notified,  and  first  Totun  meeiin[/, 
was  lield  on  that  day,  "^y  virtue  of  an  order  of  the  General 
Court,''^  and  so  recorded  by  the  Town  Clerk,  at  which  meeting, 
(^'apt.  Thomas  Prentice,  Jotni  Ward,  and  James  Truwhridge, 
were  chosen  Selectmen,  and  Thomas  Greenwood  Constable, 
and  the  Town  was  called  New  Cambridge. 

The  first  Town  records  were  connnenced  on  that  day,  and 
riU  the  machinery  of  a  New  England  Town,  was  put  in  motion 
for  the  first  time  in  the  Village  by  an  "order  of  the  General 
Court.'' 

Previous  to  this  time,  their  Town  meetings  were  held  at 
^'anibridge,  and  the  town  ofhcers  were  chosen  there.  On  and 
•dtf-r  the  27th  day  of  August,  1679,  the  freemen  of  the  Village 
lit'ld  their  Town  meetings  at  New  Cambridge,  and  conducted 
d«e  municipal  all'airs  of  their  town,  without  any  dictation,  or 
nitrrfcrcnce  of  Cambridge,  and  according  to  the  will  and  plcas- 
"ri-  oi  tiio  majority  of  its  freeholders. 

l>iuiMg  their  long  and  severe  struggle  to  obtain  the  privileges 
'  '  'ni  indepcjidcnt  'J'own,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Village  had 
*^o\vii  a  most  determined  perseverance,  and  love  ol  freedom. 
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They  had  petitioned  the  General  Court,  time  after  time,  for  23 
years.  The  parties  had  met  each  other  repeatedly,  by  commit- 
tees, and  otherwis-e,  and  Cambridge  had  made  several  oilers  to 
the  Village,  by  way  of  compromise,  but  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Village  were  determined  to  accept  nothing  short  of  an  inde- 
pendent Town. 

There  were  60  freemen  in  the  Village,  when  the  new  town 
was  launched,  o2  of  whom  signed  the  petition,  which  severed 
the  Villasre  from  Cambridge. 

Soon  after  the  removal  of  the  tyrannical  Governor  Andros, 
tlic  inhabitants  of  New  Cambridge  met,  on  tlie  20th  May, 
16S9,  and  passed  tlic  following  declarations,  viz.  : 

"  That  it  is  our  desire, 

1.  Tiiat  the  Hon.  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor,  and  As- 
sistants, chosen  and  sworn  in  the  year  IGSG,  and  the  Deputies 
then  chosen  by  the  freemen  for  that,  year,  do  now  resume  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Colony,  according  to  Charter  privileges. 

2.  "That  there  may  be  an  enlargement  of  Freemen,  that  is 
to  say,  that  those  persons  who  are  of  honest  conversation  and 
a  competent  estate,  may  have  their  votes  in  all  civil  eh:ctions. 

3.  "  Tiiat  the  Court,  having  thus  re-assunred  tlie  government, 
then  endeavor  to  confirm  our  Charter  privileges. 

4.  "  That  the  Court,  thus  settled,  do  not  admit  of  any  chanizc 
or  alteration  of  government  among  us,  until  it.  is  first  signified 
to  the  several  towns  for  their  approbation."' 

On  the  same  day,  also,  the  inhabitants  made  choice  of  En- 
sign John  Ward,  as  tlieir  re[)resentative,  or  deputy,  in  the 
present  session  of  the  General  Court. 

The  name  of  Xew  Cambridge  was  not  given  bv  the  Gen. 
eral  Court,  but  was  assumed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  \'illa£:e 
and  generally  accjuiesced  in  by  the  public,  and  recognized  hy 
the  General  Court,  as  their  records  show.  But  the  inhabitant--^ 
of  New  Cambridge  soon  became  dissatisfied  with  this  nanu% 
and  they  petitioned  the  General  Court,  more  than  once,  to  izi^  ** 
the  place  a  name;  whereupon  the  Court  passed  the  following: 
order : 
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Dec.  15,  1691.  In  answer  to  the  petition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Cambridge  Village,  lying  on  the  south  side  of  Charles 
river,  being  granted  to  be  a  township,  praying  that  a  name  may 
bo  given  unto  the  said  town, — it  is  ordered  that  it  be  henceforth 
called  New  Town. " 

This  order  of  the  Court,  for  a  name  only,  has  been  mistaken 
by  historians  for  an  act  of  incorporation  of  the  town;  whereas 
the  petitioners  liad  been  in  possession  of  that  privilege  for 
t^velve  years.  The  child  was  born  on  the  27th  August,  1679, 
but  was  not  duly  christened  until  loth  December,  1691. 

The  name  stands  upon  the  Court  records  in  two  words,  one 
syllable  each,  as  it  was  originally  written  in  1631.  This  form 
of  writing  it,  was  gradually  altered  to  one  word  with  two  sylla- 
bles, but  all  the  Town  Clerks  of  Newton  followed  the  Court's 
order  in  the  spelling  of  the  name,  until  1766,  when  Judge  Ful- 
ler was  chosen  Town  Clerk,  and  held  that  ofiice  for  26  years, 
he  always  spelt  it  on  the  town  records,  JS'eivton^ — there  was  no 
vote, — usage,  in  the  town,  and  in  other  towns,  had  prepared  the 
way  for  him  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  makiiig  the  contrac- 
tion by  dropping  the     from  the  last  syllable. 
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BIOGRAPniCAL  XOTICES. 


Bea.  John  Jackson  was  the  first  settler  of  Carnbrid2:e  Vil- 
lage  who  remained  and  died  in  it.  He  brought  a  good  estate 
with  him  from  England.  He  bought  a  dwelling  house  and 
eighteen  acres  of  land  of  Miles  Ives  of  Watertown  in  1639. — 
This  Estate  was  situated  on  the  line  which  now  divides  Newton 
from  Brighton.  He  took  the  Freeman's  oath  in  1641.  Was 
one  of  the  first  deacons  of  the  church — gave  one  acre  of  land 
for  the  church  and  a  burying  place,  on  which  the  first  Meeting 
House  was  erected  in  1660,  and  which  is  now  a  p.-irt  of  the 
East  Parish  Cemetery.  He  was  probably  the  son  of  Christo- 
pher Jackson,  of  London,  who  died  otli  of  Dccemb(T,  1633. 
lie  liad,  by  two  wives,  five  sons  and  ten  daughters,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  decease  about  50  grand-children. 

The  time  when  he  came  into  the  Village  may  properly  be 
considered  as  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  first  settlement 
of  Newton.  He  died  Jan.  30th,  1675,  heaving  an  Estate  val- 
ued at  X1230.  His  widow,  Margaret,  died  Aug.  28,  1G84, 
60.  His  son,  Edward,  was  slain  by  the  Indians  at  Mcdfield, 
in  their  attack  upon  and  burning  of  that  town,  Feb.  21,  1676. 
His  house  was  near  the  place  where  Mr.  Smallwood's  shoj) 
now  stands.  The  cellar  yet  remains,  and  the  pear  trees  now 
standing  there,  are  supposed  to  have  been  planted  by  him. 
Abraham  was  the  only  one,  among  his  sons  who  r(^ared  a  fam- 
ily. Abraham  gave  one  acre  of  land  adjoining  that  given  by 
his  father  for  the  Church  and  Burying  ground,  which  two  acres 
now  form  the  ancient  part  of  the  Centre  Cemetery. 

Deacon  Samuel  Hyde  was  born  in  1610.  He  embarked 
the  ship  Jonathan,  at  London,  for  Boston,  in  April,  1639,  and 
settled  in  Cambridge  Village  about  1640.  In  1647,  he  and  his 
brother  Jonathan  bought  of  Thomas  Danforth  40  acres  of  land. 
In  1G52,  they  bought  200  acres  ol  tli'^  administrators  of  Natlil. 
^parhawk.    They  held  this  hind  in  conimon  nntil  166/,  when 
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it  was  divided.  He  was  one  of  the  first  deacons  of  the  church. 
He  had  by  his  wife  Temperance,  Samuel,  Joshua,  Job,  Sarah, 
and  Elizabeth.  Sarah  married  Thomas  Woolson,  of  Water- 
town,  1660.  Elizabeth,  Humphrey  Osland,  1667.  Samuel 
conveyed  to  his  son-in-law  Osland  a  piece  of  his  land  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Dedham  road,  in  167S,  on  which  the  latter  had 
previously  built  a  house,  being  part  of  the  same  land  now 
owned  by  Mr.]  Lombard.  Samuel  died  in  1689,  ec.  79,  and 
his  wife  Temperance  soon  after.  (^/Zr 

His  descendents,  Samuel  of  the -fttt  i^eneration,  and  George 
of  the -w^t-ifHrndw  reside  upon  and  own  a  part  of  the  same  land. 

His  son  Job  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Fuller. 
He  and  his  Vv'ife  both  died  in  Nov.  1685.  His  father,  Dea. 
Samuel,  took  and  provided  for  half  tlieir  children,  and  John 
Fuller  the  other  half.— (See  their  wills  Vol.  7.  and  9.) 

His  son  Sjimuel  married  Hannah  Stedman,  1673.  His 
house  was  burnt  ]May  21,  1709,  and  with  the  assistance 
of  his  neighbors  raided  again  in  fourteen  days.  He  died 
172-5,  and  his  wife  in  1727.  His  house  stood  on  tiie  east  side 
of  the  Dedham  road,  near  where  ]Mr.  George  Hyde's  now 
stands. 

Edward  Jacksox,  Sr\n.,  was  born  in  London,  1602,  accord- 
ing to  his  grave-stone.^Recent  examinations  of  the  parish 
register  of  AVhite  Chapel,  where  he  lived  and  followed  the  trade 
of  a  nail-maker,  it  appears  that  he  was  tlie  son  of  Christopher 
Jackson,  and  was  bapiized  3  Feb.,  1604.  His  first  wife's  name 
was  Frances,  by  whom  he  had  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 
There  is  a  tradition  in  the  family,  that  th(i  youngest  son  Sebas 
was  born  on  the  })assage  to  this  country  1642  or  '43  :  if  so,  Fran- 
ces the  mother,  died  on  the  passage,  or  soon  after  their  arrival 
here.  His  second  marriage,  in  ]March  1649,  was  with  EUza- 
betli,  daughter  of  John  Newgate,  and  widow  of  Rev.  John 
Oliver,  H.  C.  1645,  the  first  minister  of  llumney  JMarsh,  (Chel- 
sea,) by  whom  he  had  four  daughters  and  one  son.  He  pur- 
chased land  in  Cajnbridge  Village,  of  Samuel  Holly,  in  1643. 
He  took  the  Freeman's  oath  in  1645;  the  year  following,  lit' 
purchased  a  farm  from  Governor  Bradstreet,  of  500  acres,  ItT 
X14(),  long  known  as  the  iMayhew  farm;  Bradstreet  having 
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|)urchased  it  of  Thomas  Mayhew  in  163S,  with  all,  the  build- 
iiiiXS  thereon,  for  sue  cows.  This  500  acre  farm  commenced 
near  what  is  now  the  division  line  between  Newton  and  Brigh- 
ton, and  extended  westward,  including  what  is  now"  Newton- 
ville,  and  covering  the  site  where  Judge  Fuller's  mansion  house 
stood.  The  site  where  Gen.  Michael  Jackson's  mansion  house 
stood,  was  near  the  centre  of  the  Mayhew  farm  ;  and  a 
few  rods  nearer  the  brook,  stood  the  old  dwelling  house  con- 
veyed with  the  land  in  [Nlayhew's  deed  to  Bradsireet  :  of  courr^c 
it  was  built  previous  to  163S,  and  therefore  highly  probable 
tliat  it  was  the  first  dwelling  house  built  in  Newton  ;  the  cellar 
hole,  a  few  rods  from  the  brook,  is  still  visible. 

In  the  laying  out  of  the  higliway  in  170S,  which  passed  by 
the  old  house,  the  description  is,  "  crossing  the  brook  near 
where  the  old  house  stood."  The  house  which  was  erected 
before  1638,  was  gone  before  1708  ;  it  had  stood  about  the 
allotted  space  of  three  score  and  ten.  It  was  ]>robably  the 
firstresidence  of  Edward  Jackson,  Senr.,  in  Cambridge  \'illage, 
from  Jiis  first  coming  in  1G12  or  '3,  until  his  marriage  in  1649, 
and  perhaps  for  many  more  years.  At  his  dearli  in  1681,  his 
then  dwelling  house  stood  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  east 
of  the  old  house,  and  is  described  as  a  spacious  mansion  with 
a  hall,  designed,  no  doubt,  for  religious  meetimrs. 

lie  was  chosen  one  of  the  Deputies  (Reps.)  from  Cambridge 
to  the  General  Court,  in  1C47,  and  continued  to  be  elected  to 
that  oflice  annually,  or  semi-annually,  for  seventeen  years  in 
J^ll,  and  was  otherwise  much  engai^ed  in  public  life. — One  of 
the  selectmen  of  Cambridge  in  160-3  ;  chairman  of  a  commit- 
tee with  Ed\\'ard  Cakes  and  Lieut.  Gov.  Danforth,  appointed 
hy  the  town  of  Cambridge,  in  1653,  to  lay  out  all  necessary 
hit,'h\vays  in  Cambridge,  on  ihii  south  side  of  Charles  River  ; 
c  hairman  of  a  committee  with  his  brother  John  Jackson,  Rich- 
^iril  Park,  and  Samuel  Hyde,  to  lay  out  and  settle  highways 
Jis  \nHid  shall  recpiiie  in  Cambridge  Village  ;  one  of  the  com- 
missioners to  end  small  causes  in  Cambridge,  several  years. 

He  was  constantly  present  with  the  Rev.  John  Eliot  at 
his  lectures  to  tlie  Indians  af  Nonantum,  to  take  notes  of  the 
T'<'-tions  of  the  Indians,  and  of  the  answers  of  Mr.  Eliot. 
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He  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Cambridge,  and  in  the  divi- 
sion of  tl2e  common  lands  in  1662  he  had  fom*  acres,  and  in 
1GG4  he  had  thirty  acres.  He  was  also  a  large  proprietor  in 
the  Billerica  lands,  and  in  the  division  of  1G52  he  had  400  acres, 
which,  by  his  will  ,  he  gave  to  Harvard  College,  together  with 
other  bequests. 

He  was  the  antlior  and  first  signer  of  a  petition  in  1678^  to 
have  Cambridge  Village  set  off  from  Cambridge,  and  made  an 
independent  town  by  itself,  which  ])etition  was  granted  in  1GT9, 
notwithstanding  the  powerful  opposition  of  Cambridge,  which, 
in  itsjbitter  remonstrance,  voluntarily  bears  strong  and  honora- 
ble testimony  of  Edward  Jackson. 

After  saying  many  hard  words  a])Out  the  petitioners,  it  adds  : 
"  We  would  not  be  understood  to  inchtde  every  particular  per- 
son, for  we  acknowledije  that  Mr.  Jackson  bro't  a  £>ood  estate 

~  o 

to  the  town,  as  some  others  did,  and  hatli  not  been  wanting  to 
the  ministry,  or  any  good  work  among  us,  and  tlierefore  we 
would  not  reflect  upon  him  in  the  least." 

Johnson's  History  of  New  England  contains  a  short  notice 
of  the  characters  of  many  of  the  leading  men  of  his  time, 
among  whom  he  classes  Edward  Jackson,  and  says,  "  he  could 
not  endure  to  see  the  truths  of  Christ  trampled  under  foot  by 
the  erroneous  party."  He  had  thirteen  children  and  upwards 
of  sixty  grandchildren. 

He  died  17  June  16S1,  fp.  70  years  and  5  months.  His  in- 
ventory contained  upwards  of  IGOO  acres  of  land,  and  amounted 
to  £2477  19s.  Od.  It  also  included  two  men-servants,  ap- 
praised at  £5  each.  (He  was  probably  the  first  slavoholder  in 
Newton  I)  His  wile  outlived  him  twenty-eight  years,  and  died 
30  Sept.  1709,  rr.  92. 

He  was  a  land  surveyor,  and  not  long  before  his  death  sur- 
veyed his  own  lands,  and  made  a  division  of  them  to  his  chil- 
dren, putting  u})  metes  and  bounds.  . 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  in  relation  to  tliesetwo  brotliers,  Jolni 
and  Edward  Jackson,  that  while  Edward  had  but  three  soii^^. 
and  John  five,  there  are  multitudes  of  Edward's  posterity  wiio 
bear  his  name,  and  not  more  than  ihrQv  or  Ibnr  of  .Jnhn 
Forty-four  of  Edward's  descendant^  went  into  the  revolulieiiar) 
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nrmy  from  Newton,  and  not  one  of  John's.  But  now  there 
are  but  three  families  in  the  town,  of  his  descendants  that  bear 
\us  name. 

John  Fuller  was  born  in  1611,  and  settled  in  Cambridge 
Village  in  1644.  In  Dec.  1658,  he  purchased  of  Joseph  Cooke 
7.)0  acres  of  Land  for  ^160,  bounded  north  and  west  by 
Chades  River,  south  by  Samuel  Shepard,  and  east  by  Thomas 
Park.  His  house  stood  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  brook,  and  within  a  few  rods  of  both  road  and 
brook.  By  subsequent  purchase  he  increased  his  farm  to  1000 
acres.  Chesse-cake  Brook  ran  through  it.  He  had  six  sons  and 
two  daughters.  His  son  Isaac  died  before  him.  He  divided 
his  farm  between  the  other  five  sons,  viz:  John,  Jonathan, 
Joseph,  Jeremiah,  and  Joshua.  This  tract  of  land  was  long 
known  as  the  "  F'ullcr  Farm,"  or  "  Fuller's  Corner."  He  was  a 
malstcr  r  was  a  selectman  from  1684  to  1604.  He  died  in  1698  ^ 
^.  87  :  his  wife  Elizabeth  died  1700.  They  left  five  sons,  two 
(laughters,  and  forty-five  grandchildren.  The  inventory  of  his 
property  amount(xl  to  j£'5o4  5s.  Od.  His  will  provides  that 
none  of  the  land  bequeathed  to  his  sons  should  be  sold  to 
-trangcrs,  until  first  offered  to  the  nearest  relation.  Twenty-t^vo 
of  his  descendants  went  into  the  revolutionary  ariuy  from 
Newton. — (See  his  will  in  the  Probate  office,  9th  vol.) 

The  ages  of  his  five  sons  were  as  follows :  John  7-"),  Jona- 
than 74,  Joseph  88,  Jeremiah  85,  Joshua  98.  Joshua  was  mar- 
ried a  second  time  when  88  years  old  to  Mary  Dana  of  Cam- 
hridge,  in  1742,  who  was  in  her  75th  year. 

Edward  Jackson  and  John  Fuller  came  into  the  Village 
about  the  same  time,  probably  knew  each  other  in  England, 
^vcre  the  largest  land-owners  in  the  Yillai^e,  divided  their  lands 
J^mong  their  children  in  their  life-time,  confirming  the  division 
by  their  wills,  and  have  had  a  far  greater  number  of  descend- 
«  nts  than  any  of  the  other  early  settlers  of  the  town. 

John  Parker  was  one  of  the  earliest  gcttlers  of  Hingham. 
He  probably  came  over  in  the  ship  James,  of  London,  in  1«)85. 
He  had  land  granted  to  him  there  in  1636,  and  1640.  He  was 
^  f^arpcnter.  He  removed  from  Hingham,  and  bought  a  tract 
land  in  the  easterly  part  of  Cambridge  Village,  in  March, 
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1650,  adjoining  the  lands  of  John  Ward  and  Vincent  Druce. 
His  wife's  name  was  Joanna,  by  whom  he  had  five  sons  and 
five  daughters.  He  died  in  16SG,  aged  71.  His  estate  was 
appraised  by  Capt.  Isaac  "Williams  and  John  Spring,  and 
amounted  to  c£412  2s.  Od.  His  will  is  dated  7th  Sept.,  IGSG, 
and  recorded  in  the  Suffollv  Registry,  11th  vol. 

This  Parker's  homestead  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Hon. 
Ebenezer  Stone,  soon  after  Parker's  death,  and  is  now  owned  by 
INIr.  John  Kingsbury. 

The  Newton  Parkers  liave  descended  from  two  distinct  fami- 
lies, viz.,  from  John  and  Joanna,  of  Ilingham,  and  from  Sam- 
uel and  Sarah,  of  Dedliam.  Nathaniel  was  a  promineiit  man 
of  Newton,  being  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah,  born  iji  Ded- 
ham,  2Glli  March,  1G70.  At  the  time  of  the  erection  of  the 
third  meeting-house,  he  owned  tlie  land  on  whieli  it  was 
placed,  the  contents  of  which  was  1^  acres  and  20  rods,  whicli 
he  sold  for  .€15,  and  conveyed  it  to  the  Selectmen  of  Newton, 
in  August,  171G.    Middlesex  Deeds,  18,  129. 

llicHARD  Park  was  a  proprietor  in  Cambridge,  1G3G,  and  of 
Cambridge  Farms,  (Lexington,)  1G42.  In  1G47  there  was  a 
division  of  lands,  and  he  had  eleven  acres,  abutting  on  Mr. 
Edward  Jackson's  land,  east  and  west,  and  the  highway  to 
Dedham  was  laid  out  through  it ;  his  dwelling-house  was  prob- 
ably erected  on  this  lot;  it  stood  within  a  few  feet  of  the  spot 
jiow  occupied  by  the  Eliot  church.  Tliis  ancient  house  was 
pulled  down  about  ISOO.  This  spot  was  near  the  four  milo 
line,  or  the  division  line  between  Cambridge  and  Cambridge 
Villaeje.  Durini^  the  contest  between  the  Villa^re  and  Cani- 
bridge,  to  be  set  ofl',  he  sent  a  petition  to  the  Court,  j)/aying  to 
retain  his  connection  with  Cambridge  church.  ^ 

He  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the  VUlage,  bounded  west 
by  the  Fuller  farm,  north  by  Charles  River,  east  by  the  Dnm- 
mer  farm,  and  east  and  south  by  the  Mayhew  farm,  (Edwar^l 
Jackson's,)  containing  about  GOO  acres.  By  his  will,  dat»d 
12,  5,  1GG5,  he  bequeaths  to  his  only  son,  Thomas,  this  tract  el  5 
land,  with  the  houses  thereon,  after  the  decease  of  his  wii>.  j 
Sarah.  This  only  son,  Thomas,  married  Abigail  Dix  of  Water-  I 
town,  1G.j3,  and  had  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  among  win-i^  | 
this  tract  of  land  was  divided  in  1 G94,  (Thomas  having  <1^-  i 
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ceased,)  and  the  content?  then  were  about  SOO  acres,  Thomas 
having  added,  by  purchase,  about  200  acres,  and  built  a  corn- 
mill  upon  Charles  River,  near  where  the  Bemis  Factory  now  is. 

In  1G57,  Richard  Park  was  one  of  a  committee  with  INIr. 
Kdward  Jackson,  John  Jackson,  and  Samuel  Hyde,  to  lay  out 
and  settle  highways  in  Cambridge  Yihage.  In  1663,  he  was  re- 
leased from  training,  and  therefore  past  60  years  of»Aa(2.^,JIe  \ 
(lied  in  1665,  leaving  a  will,  witnessed  by  Elder  AAlswall  and 
Ihigh  Mason,  in  which  he  names  his  wife,  Sarah,  two  daugh- 
ters, and  only  son,  Thomas.  One  of  his  daughters  married 
Francis  Wliittemore,  of  Cambridi^e.  His  inventory,  dated  Aug. 
19,  1665,  amounted  to  £612.  Ilis  widow,  Sarah,  was  living  at  f/'^ 
Duxbury,  in  16^8.  /C>yr  ^ 

Henry  Parke,  of  liondon,  mercliant,  son  and  heir  of  Edward 
Parke,  of  London,  merchant,  deceased,  conveyed  land  in  Cam- 
bridge  to  John  Stedman,  in  1650.  Edward  may  have  been  the 
ancestor  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  name  in  New  England,  viz., 
of  I)ea.  William  of  Roxbury,  Richard  of  Cambridge  Vi]!n£:(\ 
Samuel  of  Mystic,  and  Thomas  of  Stoningtond^""     ^  C^^ut^  ^'^i^^/- 

JoxATUAN  Hydi:  was  born  1626.  Purchased  21<>  acres  of  ^^^^^Jn^/n^. 
land  in  Newton,  with  his  brother  Sanuiel,  which  tlit>y  owned  in 
common  until  1661.  In  1656,  he  bought  80  acres  of  land, 
which  was  one-eighth  of  the  tract  rccovcued  by  Cambridge  of 
lV'dliam,in  a  law-suit,"  He  settled  n})oii  the  land,  aud  increased 
it  by  subse(picnt  purchases,  to  several  hundred  acres.  His  j^^-^'^'* 
liousc  was  about  sixty  rods  north  of  tbe^c<Mitre  meeting-house, 
lie  bought  and  sold  nmch  land  in  the  town.  He  had  2-3  chil- 
drcii, — 15  by  Mary  French,  daughter  of  William  Erf^nch  of 
P'illerica,  and by  Mary  Rcdiat,  daughter  of  John  Rediat  of 
Madborough,  with  wliom  he  made  a  marriage  covenant  in 
l'''<3,in  which  it  was  stipulated,  that  in  case  he  should  die 
hr^t,  she  should  have  his  house,  barn,  and  aboul^lOO  acres  of 
land.  This  part  of  his  liomestead  was  bounded^by  the  hiirh- 
way  from  Watcrtown  lo  Dcdluun,  160  rods,  and  100  deep,  and 
^'''uth  by  the  farm  of  I^lder  \Viswall,  reservi/ig  a  Iw^way  one 
wide,  next  to  AN'iswall's.  This  lvi-*k-way  ran  from  the  train- 
hiL'.fit.lri  by       north  bank  of  AViswall's  l^ond.  and  for  the  last 

iitiiry  ha.^  been  known  by  the  name  of  Blandcn's  Lane. 
4 
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The  front  of  this  lot  extended  from  this  lane,  northerly,  to  about 
opposite  the  road  leading  to  the  east  part  of  the  town.  This 
farm,  therefore,  was  very  near  the  centre  of  Newton,  and  in- 
cluded the  spot  where  the  centre  meeting-house  now  stands. 
In  1702  he  gave  to  John  Kenrick  and  others,  Selectmen  of 
Nc^\i^on  and  their  successors  in  office  "  half  an  acre  of  his 
}^«MMtMtoMk''  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  school  in  the  south- 
erly part  of  the  town.  It  is  supposed  that  he  also  gave  the 
land  at  the  wide  part  of  the  Dedham  highway,  near  the  centre 
of  the  town,  for  a  training-field,  but  no  record  of  this  gift  has 
yet  been  found.  lie  was  Selectman  in  1G91,  and  in  his  deeds 
was  styled  Sargeant."  A  few  years  before  his  decease,  he 
settled  his  own  estate,  by  deeds  of  gi ft |t.o  •  eleven  of  his  child- 
ren, conveying  about  400  acres,  with  several  ^dwelling-houses 
thereon.  The  other  12  children  had  probably  died  belore  him, 
or  had  been  otherwise  provided  for. 

His  first  wife  died  May  27,  1G72,  aged  30;  his  second  Se])t. 
5,  1708.   lie  died  Oct.     1711,  aged  85,  leaving  a  multiuide  of 
'  .  ^K^'fi+idcfiildren.  ^ 

^'  '  Cai'T.  Thomas  pKr.NTirK  was  born  in  England  in  1^,21.  IT'' 
was  m  this  comitry  Xov.  22,  1<M0,  as  t^hown  bv  the  recorded 
birtli  of  his  children,  Thomas  and  Elizabeth,  (twins.) 

lie  was  chosen  lieutenant  of  the  com])any  of  liorse  in  the- 
lower  Middlesex  regiment,  in  IGoi),  and  captain  in  lli()2.  In 
1601,  he  purchased  'lOO  acres  of  land  in  the  Peqnod  country. 
This  tract  was  in  Sionington,  Connecticut.  230  acres  of  tlii^ 
land  was  ap))raised  in  hi.^  inventory  at  i:l09,  in  1(;S5.  Hi-« 
»^  grandson,  Sanmel,  inarried  Ksth.T  Hammond,  and  settled  upcn 
this  land  in  1710.  In  1G03  he  purchased  of-Elder  Frost  <'i 
Cambridge,  85  acres  of  hmd  in  the  easterly  part  of  Cambrid::'' 
Village,  adjoining  John  Ward's  land.  This  was  his  homeste:i'i 
for  about  50  years.  In  1705,  he  conveyed  it  by  deed  of  gilt  to 
his  grandson,  Capt.  Thomas  Prentice.  His  house  was  on  ti;- 
spot  where  the  Harback  House  now  stands.  He  was  one  of  i!'' 
Cambridge  proprietors,  and  in  the  division  of  tlie  comni«i:' 
lands  he  had  a  dividend  of  150  acres  in  Billerica,  in  1G52.  a:.^ 
nine  acres  in  Cambridge  Milage,  in  1GG4. 

He  v/as  greatly  distinguished  for  his  bravery  and  heroism  in 


Phillip's  War.    This  war  broke  out  in  1675.    On  the  26th  of 

June,  a  company  of  infantry,  under  Capt.  Henclniian,  from 
jk)ston,  and  a  company  of  horse  under  Capt.  Prentice,  from 
Cambridge  Village  and  adjoining  towns,  (20  from  the  Village 
find  21  fro)n  Dedliam.)  marched  for  Mount  Hope.  In  tlieir  first 
conflict  with  the  Indians,  in  Swanzey,  AVilliam  Ilaiumond  was 
killed,  and  Corporal  Belcher  had  his  horse  shot  under  him,  and 
was  himself  wounded;  and  on  tlic  first  of  July  they  had  an- 
other encounter  with  the  Indians,  on  a  plain  near  Rehoboth, 
four  or  five  of  whom  were  slain,  among  them,  Thebe,  a  sachem 
(»f  Mount  Hope,  and  another  was  one  of  PhiUp's  chiefs.  In 
this  a  flair,  John  Druce.  son  of  Vincent,  (one  of  the  first  set- 
dcrs,  of  the  Village,  was  mortally  wounded.  lie  was  brought 
liome,  and  died  at  his  own  house  next  day. 

On  the  10th  of  December,  five  companies  of  infantry,  and 
Capt.  Prentice's  Iroop  of  horse,  marched  from  Massachusetts; 
and  from  Plymouth  C(jlonv,  to  Xarragliansett.  Oji  the  IGth, 
Capt.  Prentice  received  advice  that  the  Indians  had  burned 
Jeremiah  Ball's  house,  and  killed  18  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren. He  marched  immediately  in  pursuit,  kiUrd  ten  of  the 
hidians,  captured  o5,  and  burned  1<i>0  wigwams.  '"This  cx- 
j)loit,  (i^iys  the  historian  of  that  day,)  was  performed  by  Cap- 
tain Prentice,  of  the  Horse." 

On  the  2l5t  of  January,  107^)^  Capt,  Prentice's  troop  being 
in  advance  of  the  infantry,  met  witli  a  party  of  Indians,  cap- 
tured two,  and  killed  nine  ol  them.  On  the  ISth  of  April  follow- 
ing, the  Indians  made  a  vigorous  attack  on  Sudbury.  Captains 
Wadsworth  and  Ijrocklel)ank  fought  bravely  in  defence,  but 
Were  overpowered,  and  IS  of  their  men  took  refuge  in  a  mill. 

hen  notice  of  tliis  attack  reached  Capt.  Prentice,  he  started 
'laraediately  for  Sudbury,  with  but  few  of  his  com})any,  and 
^"tered  that  town. with  but  six  beside  himself.  The  remnant 
of  Ca[)t  Vudsworlh's  men  defended  th(^  mill  bravely,  until 
uiL'lit,  when  they  were  relieved,  and  the  Indians  })ut  to  llight. 
Jn  >h<)rt,  all  accounts  agree  that  Capt.  Prentice  rendered  most 
»n\ iihiMble  services  throuirhout  the  war.  He  was  constantly 
■'"  'ill'  alcvl,  and  i)V  hi-  1)<)I(I  nnd  riipid  ni:irch<\<,  he  put  the  en- 
•  '">■  to  the  sword  or  flight,  and  nmde  his  nanie  a  terror  to  all 
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the  hostile  Indians.  After  Phillip  was  slain,  in  July,  1676, 
terms  of  peace  were  offered  to  all  Lidians  who  would  come  in 
and  surrender.  A  Nipmit  sachem,  called  John,  with  a  luimber 
of  his  men,  embraced  this  offer,  and  by  order  of  the  General 
Court  were  gis"en  in  charge  to  Capt.  Prentice,  who  ke})t  them 
at  his  hou.se  in  Cambridge  Village. 

Prentice  had  been  in  command  of  this  company  fifteen  years 
when  Phillip's  war  broke  out,  and  was  then  5o  years  old.  He 
was  hardy,  athletic,  and  robust,  and  capable  of  enduring  great 
fatigue.  He  continued  to  ride  on  horseback  to  the  end  of  his 
long  life,  his  death  ]:)eing  occasioned  by  a  fall  from  his  liorse. 

Kotwitlistanding  the  fact  that  the  Indian  converts  maintaijied 
unsliaken,  their  fidehty  to  the  English,  such  was  the  prejudice 
against,  and  fear  of  them,  that  the  General  Court  on  the  break- 
ing out  of  Phillip's  war  ordered  tliem  to  be  removed  to  Deer 
Island,  in  Boston  harl>or,  and  Capt.  Prentice,  with  his  troopers, 
were  charged  with  the  execution  of  tliis  order.  Tlieir  number, 
including  men,  women  and  chilch-en.  was  about  200. 

Although  Prentice  was  a  terrible  enemy  to  the  liostile  In- 
dians, and  greatly  fearc^d  by  them,  he  was  a  warm  friend  and 
counsellor,  and  had  the  it.U  conlidcMice  of  Uw  friendly  tribes. 

For  many  years,  Cen.  Gookin  was,  by  the  appointment  of 
the  General  Court,  the  magistrLite  for  managing,  advising,  and 
watching  over,  the  friendly  Indians. 

After  his  death,  the  Indians  residing  at  Natick,  Punkaporiir, 
Wamessik,  Ilassenamaskok,  and  K'ecnniuchoag,  all  united  in 
a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  in  1G9J ,  that  Capt.  Prentice 
might  be  appointed  their  ruler. 

Prentice  was  appointed  one  of  a  committee  to  proceed  to 
Quinsigamond,  (Worcester,)  witli  a  view  of  forming  a  settK- 
ment  there.  He  was  one  of  the  owners  of  th^  first  oS  house- 
built  there,  and  had  a  grant  of  oO  acres  of  land  for  his  public 
services. 

He  was  a  Representative  to  the  General  Court  in  ICu'J,  *7-, 
and  '74.  In  1679  he  was  appointed  chairman  of  a  comrniit'  e 
for  re-building  the  town  of  Lancaster,  which  was  destroyed  h> 
the  Tndi:ins,  during  Pliillip's  war. 

Capt.  IVemice  and  his  wife,  Grace,  had  four  sons  aii<l  l'^'"" 
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daughters.  Two  of  his  sons  died  in  childhood.  The  other  two 
were  married.  Thomas,  the  oldest  had  th.ree  sons,  and  died  in 
1685,  and  the  old  Captain  had  the  bringing  up  of  the  three 
grandsons,  to  whom  he  gave  a  good  education,  and  all  his  es- 
tate. Thomas,  the  oldest  grandson,  was  a  leading  man  in 
Newton,  a  Captain  of  infantry,  and  died  in  1730. 

The  second  grandson,  John,  married  a  daughter  of  Edward 
Jackson,  and  died  at  the  age  of  35,  leaving  no  children. 

The  third  grandson,  Samuel,  married  Esther,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Hammond,  and  settled  in  Stonington,  Coimecticut. 
Numerous  descendents  have  proceeded  from  this  maiTiagc. 

Capt.  Prentice  s  w^ife,  Grace,  died  Oct.  9,  1G92.  lie  died 
July  6,  17J0,  aged  89,  and  was  buried  under  arms,  by  the  com- 
pany of  troop,  on  the  8th  of  July.  He  settled  his  own  estate, 
by  deeds  of  gift  to  his  grandchildren.  He  was  undoubtedly 
one  of  the  most  substantial  men  of  his  age,  and  had  the  entire 
confidence  of  his  associates  in  the  setilement  of  Cambridge 
Village.  Edward  Jackson's  will,  made  in  IGSl,  has  testimony 
to  this  cflect,  as  follows : 

"  I  bequeath  to  my  honored  friend,  Capt.  Thomas  Prentice, 
one  diamond  rinc:."  ,  ,         ,•  '' 

Thomas  Hammond  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Hing- 
ham,  took  the  freeman's  oath  there  9th  March,  1G37,  had  land 
grantee]^  to  him  there  in  lb3h,  and  in  1037,  his  children  were 
born  and  ba})tized  in  Hinirham.  He  sold  his  lands  in  Hing- 
liam  in  1G52,  and  his  dwehing-honse  in  IG-IG).  In  1G50,  lie  and 
Vincent  Druce  bought  of  Nicholas  Hodgden  land  in  Cam- 
bridge Village,  and  in  IG.jS  they  bought  of  Thomas  Brattle  and 
others  GOO  acres,  partly  in  Cambridge  Village  and  partlv  in 
Muddy  Riv(T.  They  held  this  land  in  common,  until  1GG4, 
when  a  division  was  made  between  them.  The  dividing  line 
was  100  rods  in  length,  running  over  the  great  hill.  The  pond 
^vas  in  Hammond's  part,  and  has  been  called  by  his  nam(!  over 
f'ince.  He  also  bought,  in  1G5G,  330  acres,  of  Esther  Sparhav.  k. 
His  wife's  name  was  Elizabeth.  They  had  two  sons  and  two 
'i^nglitcrs.  He  died  30th  September,  1G75,  l^aviji^  a  will  writ- 
by  his  own  hand,  but  not  f;igned,  in  which  he  calls  liimself 
aged  — ,  gives  his  wife  his  dwelling-house,  cVc.  during  her  life 
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and  divides  his  lands  among  his  children.  His  inventory  was 
taken  by  Elder  AMswall  and  John  Spring,  and  amounted  to 
£1139  l(3s.  2d.  Pic  had  fom-  children,  and  upwards  of  twenty 
grandchildren. 

Vincent  Dkuce  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Hingham, 
being  there  in  163(3.  He  had  land  granted  him  there  in  1G3G 
and  1037.  His  son  John  was  baptized  in  Hingham,  in  April, 
1641. 

In  1650,  Nicholas  Hodgdon,  of  Boston,  (now  Brooklinc.) 
conveyed  to  Thomas  Hammond  and  Vincent  Druce  of  Cam- 
bridge, a  tract  of  land  in  the  easterly  part  of  Cambridge  Vil- 
lage, adjoining  John  Parker's  land,  which  land  was  originally 
granted  by  the  town  of  Cambridge  to  Robert  Bradish. 

The  highway  from  Cambridge  Village  to  Muddy  River, 
(Brooldinc,)  was  laid  out  through  these  lands  in  1658.  John 
Ward  conveyed  to  Druce  130  acres  of  land,  bounded  east  by 
the  Roxbury  line,  and  north  by  ]Muddy  River  line.  His  dwelling- 
house  was  near  the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  scliool-liouse  of 
the  East  District.  He  had  two  sons,  Vincent  and  John.  John 
was  a  soldier  in  Captain  Prentice's  troop  of  horse,  and  was 
killed  in  the  war  with  King  Phillip,  at  Mount  Hope,  in  167"), 
aged  34,  and  was  probably  the  lirst  victim  that  fell  in  that  war, 
from  Cambridge  A'illage.  Vincent  died  January  1678,  leaving 
a  will,  recorded  on  Sullblk  Records,  Vol.  6. 

Ensign  Joun  Wakd  was  born  in  f^ngland,  in  1^6.  lie 
was  the  oldest  son  of  Williaiu  Ward,  who  with  his  secoiui 
wife,  Elizabeth,  and  oiher  children,  came  from  Yorkshire  (^r 
Derbyshire,  and  settled  in  Sudbury,  where  he  had  lands  a.^- 
signed  to  him  in  1640. 

John  married   Hannah,  the  daughter  of  Edw;ird  Jackson- 
about  1650;  was  selectman  nine  years,  from  1670,  and  a  repro- 
sentative  eii^hl  years,  being  the  lirst  ever  sent  from  Cambridi.' "  ^ 
Village.    Tiic  first  year,  16*fiO,  lie  served  54  days,  and  tiie  \  i'- 
lagc  voted    Is.  6d.  j)i  r  day,  for  his  serving."  His  dwelling-hon.-'  | 
was  constructed  for  a  garrison-house,  about  1661,  and  used  a-  | 
such  during  K'inc,'  Phillip's  war.    This  ancient  l)uildincr  sto«'  i 
where  Mr.  Kphraim  Ward's  (a  dcscciidcnt  from  .j(»hii)  t'l. 
stands,  and  was  drmoli.died-in  I'S'Jl.   This  housv',  and  45  av  r- 
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of  land,  was  conveyed  to  John  and  Hannah,  by  his  fathcr-in- 
):i\v,  Edward  Jackson,  by  deed,  dated  March  10,  lOGl,  wit- 
nessed by  John  Jackson  and  John  Spring.  He  owned  about 
r)00  acres  of  land,  which  he  distributed  among  his  sons  by  deeds 
of  gift,  in  1701.  He  was,  by  trade,  a  turner.  He  had  eight 
^ous  and  five  daughters.  He  made  a  will,  in  ITOT,  and  died 
July  1st,  1708,  aged  82.  His  wife,  Plannah,  died  April  24th, 
1704,  aged  73.  His  will  is  recorded  in  the  lltli  volume  of  the 
^Middlesex  Probate  Records. 

There  were  twelve  of  this  name  among  the  fn-st  settlers  of 
New  England. 

James  Pkextice,  and  Thomas  Prentice  Jr.,  botli  of  Cam- 
bridge, purcliased  of  Thomas  Danforth,  400  acres  of  land,  in 
Cambridge,  in  March,  1650;  and  in  1G57  ihcy  purchased  100 
acres,  of  Danforth,  "  beinir  the  farm  lhat  James  Prentice  ]iow 
dwells  on,  bounded  N.  E.  by  land  of  John  Jaclcson,"  part  of 
wliich  is  now  the  aTlcient  burial-phice.  This  Prentice  Airm  was 
on  the  easterly  side  of  the  Dedham  road,  and  extended  from 
the  burial-place,  southwesterly,  beyond  the  house  now  occu- 
pied by  ^Marshall  S.  llicc,  the  prctsent  Town  Clerk.  James, 
and  Thomas,  Jr.,  or  2d,  were  probably  brothers,  and  doubtless 
came  into  Cambridge  Village  the  same  year  that  Cai)t.  Tliomas 
Prentice  did. 

The  ancient  Prentice  house  was  demolished  in  ISOO  ;  it  stood 
a  few  rods  south-east  of  the  house  now  occu])ied  by  Joshua 
liOring. 

James  Prentice  married  Susanna,   the  daughter  of  Capt. 
Kclward  Johnson,  of  A\'o]jurn,  and  had  one  son  James  and  five 
'laughters.    Capt.  Johnson,  by  his  will,  dated  1G72,  gives  his 
irrandson,  James  Prentice,  XL;,  and  also  makos  a  small  befpiest 
to  Susanna,  aftil  Haimah  Preiuice,  the  daughters  of  his  ?on-jn- 
James  Prentice. 
He  was  Selectman  in  1094.    He  died  7ih  ^VFarch,  1710,  aged 
His  son  James,  and  his  widow  Susanna,  administered  on 
estate,  which  amounted  to  X2S6  14s.    James  sold  out  his 
f-i:ue  in  his  father's  estate,  for  X'GO,  in  171],  to  his  five  sisters, 
''^dl  single  women,"  and  probably  left  the  town. 

1  iiOMAS  PiiENTiCE,  2u,  j)urchased  of  Thomas  Danforth,  400 
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acres  of  land,  in  Cambridge,  in  March,  IGoO,  and  100  acres  in 
IG'57.  Both  parcels  were  conveyed  to  James  Prentice,  and 
Thomas  Prentice,  Jr.,  the  100  acres  being  described  as  "  the 
farm  that  James  Prentice  now  dwells  on."  He  married  Re- 
becca, daughter  of  Edward  Jackson,  Sen'r,  by  his  first  wife, 
who  was  born  in  England,  about  1632,  and  had  six  sons  and 
one  daughter.  There  is  no  record  of  the  birth,  marriages,  or 
deaths,  of  the  parents  or  children  of  this  family.  Edward 
Jackson,  by  his  will,  gave  him  100  acres  of  land^  called  Bald 
Pate  Meadow,''  and  several  other  tracts  of  land,  and  to  his  wife, 
Rebecca,  a  gold  ring,  with  this  motto,    Memento  Morex.'^ 

Wlien  he  came  into  the  Village,  he  was  called  Thomas,  Jr.: 
when  Capt.  Thomas  Prentic^c's  son  Thomas  was  grown  up,  he 
was  called  Thomas,  2d;  when  his  own  son  Thomas  vras  grown 
up,  he  was  called  Thomas,  while  the  Captain  was  called,  and 
widely  known,  by  his  military  title.  Edward  Jackson,  by  his 
will,  makes  bcfjuests  to  both  these  Prenticev,  in  16"^1  ;  the  one 
he  styles  Thomas  Prentice,  and  the  other  Capt.  Thomas  Pren- 
tice.   In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  was  called  Thomas,  Sen'r. 

In  1700,  he  conveyed  land  to  his  grandsons,  Tliomas  ami 
Samuel,  and  in  1714,  he  conveyed  land  to  his  sons  Thomas  and 
John,  in  which  conveyance  he  names  his  son  Edward.  There 
is  an  aflidavit  of  his,  signed  Thomas  Prentice,  Sen'r,  dattd 
1713,  and  recorded  with  the  deeds,  stating  that  "00  vears  aco 
beheld  one  end  of  a  chain  to  lay  out  a  highway  over  AVeedy 
Hill,  in  Cambridge  Vilhige.'-  Supposing  him  to  be  21  year? 
old,  then,  would  make  his  birth  in  I0o2.  He  lived  to  a  great 
age,  but  the  time  of  his  death  is  unknown. 

TnoMAS  WiswALL  was  a  prominent  man  among  the  first  sc:- 
tlcrs  of  ])orchester.    He  came  to  this  country  about  1037.  li: 
was  Selectman  in  Dorchester  in  1044,  and  'c^and  highway'/' 
surveyor  in  Cambridge  Village,  IGoO,  having  removed  into  tii-^ 
Village  in  IGo  1.    He  was  one  of  the  signers  of  a  petition  f  r 
the  support  of  a  free  school  in  Dorehester,  in  1041,  took  r 
Freeman's  Oath  in  1054,  and  was  one  of  the  petitioners  to  li  ' 
General  Cunrt  for  having  the  inhabitants  of  CambridLfc  Vill  '-■ 
released  Irom  paying  taxes  to  Cambridge  chnrrh.     In  10-37.  ' 
and  his  wife  conveyed  to  his  son  Enoch  of  Dorchester,  i  ~ 
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homestead  in  Dorchester,  v^hich  formerly  belonged  to  Mr. 
Maverick. 

Li  1664,  he  was  ordained  ruling  elder  of  the  Cambridge  Vil- 
lage church.  His  homestead  in  the  Village  consisted  of  300 
acres,  including  the  pond  which  still  bears  his  name.  His 
house  was  upon  its  south  bank,  where  that  of  Luther  Paul, 
Esq.,  now  is.  He  had  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  with  up- 
wards of  thirty  grand-children. 

His  last  wife  was  Isabella  Farmer,  widow,  from  Ansly,  in 
England.  He  died,  intestate,  Dec.  6,  1683,  aged  SO.  His  in- 
ventory amounted  to  <£o40.  There  is  no  montiment  to  liis 
memory,  unless  the  pond  be  such.  Surely  none  could  be  more 
beautiful  or  enduring.  It  was  Ms^  has  for  two  centuries  been 
known  as,  and  called  "  Wiswall's  Pond. "  May  its  name  never 
be  changed. 

His  son  Noah,  married  Theodocia,  daughter  of  John  Jack- 
son, and  had  two  sons  and  six  daughters.  He  was  slain  on 
the  Lord's  Day,  July  6, 1690,  in  an  engagement  witli  the  French 
and  Indians,  at  ^Yhceler's  Pond,  now  Lee,  New  Hampshire. 
His  son  Ichabod,  became  minister  of  Duxbury. 

John  Kexkick  was  born  in  England,  in  100'),  was  in  Bos- 
ton as  early  as  1639,  and  then  a  member  of  the  church.  He 
took  the  freeman's  oath  in  1040.  He  owned  a  wharf  on  tlie 
easterly  side  of  the  town  dock,  since  called  TyngVs  wharf,  which 
lie  sold  in  1052.  He  purchased  250  acres  of  land,  in  the  south- 
erly part  of  Cambridge  Village,  in  16oS.  His  house  was  near 
tlie  bridge  across  Charles  River,  which  has  been  called  Kenrick 
i^ridge,  from  that  day  to  this.  His  first  wife,  Anna,  died  Nov. 
1656.  He  died  Aug.  29,  168j\  aged  8/  His  second  wife,  Ju- 
dith,  died  at  Roxbury,  Aug.  23,  1687.  He  had  two  sons,  John 
iind  Elijah,  and  one  daughter,  Hannah,  who  married  Jonathan 
Mctcalf,  of  Dedham.  John  had  nine  daughters  and  two  sons, 
Jii»d  Elijah  three  daughters  and  three  sons. 

Cai't.  Isaac  Williams  was  the  second  son  of  Robert  AYil- 
liarns  of  Roxbury,  who  came  from  Norwich  in  England,  the 
eommoa  ancestor  of  many  distinguished  men,  who  have  hon- 
^red  the  country  of  their  birth.    Isaac  was  born  in  Roxbury, 
1,  1638.    He  married  Martha,  daughter  of  Dea.  William 
6 


S4 


Park,  of  Roxbury,  about  1661,  and  settled  in  the  west  part  of 
the  Village.  His  second  wife  was  Judith  Cooper.  He  owned 
500  acres  of  land,  adjoining  John  Fullers  farm  on  the  west 
Thomas  Park,  John  Fuller,  and  Isaac  Williams,  were  the  first, 
and  probably  at  that  time,  the  only  settlers  of  West  Newton. 
Williams'  liouse  was  about  thirty  rods  north-easterly  of  the 
West  Parisli  meeting-house,  near  the  brook,  and  on  land  now 
owned  by  Mrs.  Whitwell.  He  was  a  weaver  by  tr-ade,  and 
represented  the  town  in  the  General  Court  six  years.  A  Select- 
man three  years.  His  farm  was  divided  among  liis  three  sons, 
250  acres  to  Isaac,  100  to  Elcazer,  and  to  Ephraim  150,  and 
the  mansion  house.  This  land  was  granted  by  the  town  of 
Cambridge  to  Samuel  Shepard,  in  IGIO.  In  1652,  Robert  Bar- 
rington,  Esq.,  obtained  judgment  against  the  estate  of  Samuel 
Shepard,  and  this  tract  was  appraised  at  £150,  to  satisfy  the 
execution.  Dea.  William  Park,  of  Roxbury,  the  father  of 
Isaac  Wilhams'  first  wife,  i)aid  the  execution,  and  took  this 
tract  of  land  for  his  son-in-law. 

Capt.  Williams  died  Feb.  11,  1707,  aged_G9.  He  had  twelve 
children,  and  upvrards  of  fifty  grandchildren. 

His  son  William,  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1683,  and 
became  minister  of  Hatfield. 

His  son  Ephraim,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Abraham 
Jackson,  Ath>J»h»>»  son  Ephraim  was  the  founder  of  William^ 
College. 

Abraham  Williams  was  not  related  to  Capt.  Isaac.  He 
came  from  Watertown,  where  he  took  the  freeman's  oath  in 
1052.  He  purchased  a  dwelling-house  and  twelve  acres  ci 
land  of  John  Callon  in  August,  1654.  In  1662  he  purchascti 
of  William  Clemens  a  dwelling-house  and  six  acres  of  land,  in 
what  is  now  called  Newton  Corner,  very  near  the  Watertown 
line. 

He  married  Joanna,  sister  of  John  Ward,  about  1660,  by 
whom  he  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  perhaps  other-, 
two  of  which  were  born  in  Cambridire  Villa£(e. 

He  sold  his  place  to  Gregory  Cook,  and  removed  to  31  ■•■ 
boro'  in  1668,  near  Belchars  Pond.    He  was  a  colonel  in 
militia,  and  represented  INIarlboro'  in  the  General  Court. 


35 


1559612 


kept  a  public  house  in  that  town,  which  was  long  known  by 
the  name  of  the  "  Williams  Tavern,"  where  he  died  Dec.  29, 
1712,  aged  84.  His  widow  Joanna  died  Dec.  8. 1718,  aged  90. 
Ills  will  w^s»Kaa-t*d  Dec.  18,  1711. 

Jaihes  Trowbridge  was  born  in  Dorchester,  and  baptized 
there  in  1638.  His  father  was  Thomas  Trowbridge,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Dorchester,  a  merchant,  and  was  engaged  in 
the  Barbadoes  trade  :  he  came  from  Taunton,  Eng.,  where  his 
father  founded  a  large  charity  for  poor  widows,  which  is  still 
administered  for  their  benelit.  Thomas  went  home  to  Taunton 
in  1644,  leaving  his  three  sons  in  charge  of  Sergeant  Jeffries  of 
Dorchester,  who  removed  with  those  sons  to  New  Haven,  about 
1038.    Thomas,  the  father,  died  in  Taunton,  Eng.,  about  1670. 

James  returned  from  New  Haven  to  Dorchester,  about  1656, 
where  he  married  Margaret,  the  daughter  iMajor  llnmphroy 
Atherton,  30  Dec,  1659,  and  liad  three  chiklren  in  Dorchester, 
and  removed  to  Cambridire  ViIla<Te :  his  wile  Mariraret  was 
dismissed  from  the  chinch  in  Dorchester  to  form  a  church  at 
Cambridge  Village,  in  1664.  Alter  the  death  of  John  Jackson 
he  became  deacon  of  the  church.  He  was  one  of  the  lirst  board 
of  Selectmen  formed  in  the  ViUage,  in  August,  1679,  and  con- 
tinued in  that  ofhce  nine  years. 

In  1675  he  purchased  of  Deputy  Governor  Danfortli,  eighty- 
five  acres  of  land  with  a  dwelling-liouse  (standing  where  Mr. 
Xathan  Trowbridge's  now  (h)es,)  and  out-buildings  thereon, 
which  he  had  occupied  for  some  years  ;  bounded  witiithe  liigh- 
ways  west  and  south,  the  narrov/  lane  north,  his  own  land  east, 
the  dividing  line  being  straight  through  the  swamj).  He  was 
!i  Lieutenant,  Clerk  of  the  writs  in  1691  and  '3,  and  Represen- 
tative in  the  General  Court  in  1700  and '3  He  had  five  sons 
^nd  nine  daughters,  and  Uj)wards  of  eighty  grandchildren.  His 
fl^^t  wife  died  17  June,  1672;  second  wife  was  Margaret,  the 
daughter  of  Dca.  John  Jackson  :  she  died  h)  Sept.  1727,  aged 
He  died  22  May,  1717,  aged  SI,  leaving  a  will  dalcd  1709. 

Lif:ut.  JouN  SriuNG  was  born  in  England  in  1630.  He  was 
'he  son  of  John  and  lOh-nor,  nnd  but  f(>iir  yenrs  old  when  ho 
■»rrived  in  this  country.  His  failu  r  sclllcd  in  W'atcrtown. 
'^<'^'M,  jr.,  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  William  and  Anable 
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Barsham,  of  Watertown,  in  1656.  His  house  stood  opposite 
the  burying  place,  and  near  to  that  now  owned  and  ^occupied 
by  Mr.  Colby.  He  was  a  Selectman  eigM^  years,  and  a  Rep- 
resentative three  years.  He  had  one  son  ande<«rt§»^[]ckughters, 
and  a  multitude  of  grandchildren.  His  wife  died  Aug.  18, 
1710,  aged  73  ;  he  died  INIay  18,  1717,  aged  87.  He  was  evi- 
dently a  very  active  and  useful  man  among  the  first  settlers  of 
the  "Village.  On  his  grave-stone  he  is  styled  Lieutenant.  In 
1688  he,  with  Edward  Jackson,  Abraham  Jackson,  and  James 
Prentice,  were  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Village  to  meet 
Old  Cambridge,  about  the  support  of  the  great  bridge. 


NAMES  OF  SUBSCRIBERS, 

FOB  THE  EKECTION  OF  THE  MONUMEJNH:  IN  KE^YTON. 


We,  the  undersigned,  descendants  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Newton,  desirous  of  perpetuating  the  names  and  memory  of 
those  ancient  worthies,  agree  to  pay  the  sums  Iicrein  set 
against  our  respective  names,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a 
suitable  monument,  and  placing  the  same  upon  the  spot  where 
they  erected  the  first  Newton  cliurch. 

Said  monument  to  be  of  such  dimensions  and  cost,  as  the 
aggregate  amount  of  our  subscriptions  may  justify  ;  and  to 
have  such  inscriptions  engraved  thereon,  as  a  majority  of  the 
Subscribers  may  approve. 


William  Jackson,  NcAvton, 

-  §25,00 

Francis  Jackson,  Boston, 

-  25,00 

Edmund  Jackson,    "       -       -       -  - 

20,00 

Elisha  Wiswall,      «          .       .  . 

-  10,00 

Sarah  J.  Davis,  Newton  -       -       -  - 

10,00 

Benry  Fuller,         "  ... 

-  10,00 

Samuel  Hyde,       "  - 

20,00 

Ephraim  Jackson,  "           -       -  - 

-  12,00 

Henrietta  iNToor.     "        .       .       .  . 

5,00 

Joseph  N.  Bat;on,  "  ... 

-  5,00 

Charles  Jackson,  ]3oston,  -       -       -  - 

20,00 

James  Jackson,       "         -       .  - 

-  5,00 

Henry  Lee,             it      ...  . 
Timothy  Jackson,  Newton,  -       -  - 

5,00 

-  5,00 

Alnioran  Trowbridge,  Boston,  - 

5,00 

Stephen  W.  Trowbridge,  Newton, 

-  5,00 

John  Ward,  Newton,       .       -       .  - 

10,00 
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Ephraim  Ward,  Newton,   3,00 

Reuben  Trowbridge,  Baltimore,       -       -       -  20,00 

James  G.  Fuller,  Charlestown.  oNIass.,  -       -       -  10,00 

John  W.  Parker,  Koxbury,       -       -       -       -  2,00 

Edward  Hyde,  Cambridgeport,    -       -       -       -  10,00 

George  Hyde,  Newton,   10,00 

Hannah  Jackson  Collins,  Newton,       -       -       -  5,00 

Edward  Jackson  Collins,      "           ...  5^00 

Wilhcm  Wiswall,              u      .       .       .       .  3,00 

William  Wiswall,  2d,                    ...  4,00 

Artemas  Wiswall,              "      .       -       -       -  8,00 

Joseph  Fuller,  Framingham,            -       -       -  2,00 

Nathan  Trowbridge,  Newion,      -       -       -       -  5,00 

Samuel  Trowbridge,       "       -       -       -       -  5,00 

Otis  Trowbridge,            «          ...       -  2,00 

E])hraim  Parker,             «       .       .       .       .  2  00 

William  F.  Ward,          "          .       .       .       .  2,00 

Robert  Prentice,             «       .       .       .       .  2,00 

Phebe  Jackson,               «           ....  5,00 

James  Hyde,                   «        .       -       .       .  5,00 

Edward  Jackson,  Park's  Bar,  California,       -       -  5,00 

William  Kenrick,  New^ton,       ....  3,00 

John  Kenrick,           "   3,00 

Leonard  Hyde,  Roxbury,         .       .       -       _  10,00 

Asa  Trowbridge,  Newton,        -       .       -       -  2,00 


Rev.  Johu  Kliot.  Jr  , 
f  First  Ta-tor  oi 
the  Fir^^t  Church 

ordained  July 'JO, 


His  widow  marrie  d 
EdDiond  Quiucy 
ofDraintrcc.  Diod,irOi). 


Ills  only  Jauzhtrr 
married  John  r.owk  s  Faq. 

of  Koxbar)'. 
and  died  May  10-7. 


His  only  con  J'-hu 
EetcIcJ  in  Wiiid-or, 
Connecticut,  where  he 
dici  in  17.'>3. 
leaving  a  son  John 
0  (todent  in  Yale  College-, 


BY  DESCEIiDANTS  OF  THE  FIRST  SETTLERS. 


John  Jaot^on 

Saniuol  llydo 
lG-10   IGSO  79 
Edward  Jacksnn 
IfA'o    ICSl  .7:) 
John  Fu)lcr 
I&l-i  i:j3  87 
John  Parker 
.'    I'ViM   I'Ji'J  71 
r.lchr.rd  Park 
lt>47  laO 
Joijath  in  IIvd« 
lGi7    1711  So 
Thoma.5  Prontice  e. 
I'il'.t    1710  ^:' 
Viiicojit  Druce 

i'j7S 

TLoiun-J  Jlummond 

John  ■^\'ard 
3G50   1703  82 
Thomas  ^\'i>-.vall 
l'^4  lo-i 
Thorn. IS  1  r.ntico,  2d 

James  Pnntice 
Iv.j  171'J  bl 
John  Kf  iirirk 
IGoS  V).j  b/ 
Isaac  V.  illiams 
IG-jl  17'J3  01) 
Abraham  AViiliain3 

1002    17VJ  84 
James  Trov.Viri'l^e 
lOGi   1717  81 
John  Si'rin;: 
IGGl    1717  67 

John  Pliot 
IGJi   lG«i3  33 


Pir.-t  S(  tt:..rs  r  f  Xcvton, 
Times  of  their  Fef.'.emcnt  and 
iJeaths,  ■ivith  their  agOL-. 


Thomas  AViswrill 
ordained  Hulinj:  Kldcr  } 
July  20,  >«1«t. 

llis  Son? 
l'noc5i,  of  iJorcho^tcr, 

'd\c<\  Nov.  L'^,  iro',. 
a:.  7:5. 


K.-v.  IchafK^.l, 
Mluistrr  of  I>uxt.ijrT 

W  ycar«, 
A^ni  of  Plymouth 
ColoT'V  in  rn;:l.iiid,  li'^T""^ 
diod  Jnlr  •j;!.17(»\    .E.  tV'. 


Capt.  Nonh,  of  Newtun, 
nn  OIVkct  in  Uio 

Kxl'Odifidfl  u;jllili<t  ii'i  IK  \  't//% 

Killed  in  Battle  with  ll.o 

\  rtiich  find  Indians 
July       I.-JIO.     yT.  -S". 
leavinj:  u  son  Thomas. 


1:1..  T  'VXT,  of  N..UtOP, 

died  .'u.,.-21,  l-.:<].    yV..  4.-.. 


J.  B.  jKrs05,  Newton  Comer,  Mukcr. 
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